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Animal and Culture
Animal and culture are two interrelated elements that are significant in different communities around the globe. Animals have been used for the past many decades to describe the cultural practices of other communities and groups. Animal culture comprises theoretical learning through non-human animals via socially acquired behaviors. Animals have played a significant role in the lives of human beings because they have acted as sources of inspiration for different cultural activities such as literature, art, and beliefs. Globally, animals' attributes are added in various cultures, and they reflect a set of cultural activities that are linked to fauna that influences the view of animals, their use, and how they are treated (Boyd,2017). Having insight into animals' cultural role is vital in understanding the relationship with them, which makes an ethnozoological matter for analysis. In this report, the discussion and analysis of Chinese zodiac signs and symptoms will be provided. There are 12 zodiac signs which represent a specific year cycle. This report focuses on four zodiac signs (the rabbit, tiger, ox, and rat) and how they mean in today’s life. 
Astrology is an ancient philosophy that still exists in china up to date. Some scholars suggest that astrology is estimated to be more than 3,000 years old. In ancient China and today, astrology has been an effective tool for the prediction of activities such as outcomes of economic activities and wars, among many other activities. The astrology is organized into 12 animal signs which are attributed to the semi-mythical yellow emperor of 2637 BC (Kotyk, 2017). Lord Buddha summoned the animals towards him before his death, and only 12 of the animals responded to bid him goodbye. Naming years after each animal's arrival time was done by Buddha as a reward to the respondents. The 12 animals include the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig.
Zodiac signs have been helpful in different activities in China; however, their involvement in various activities has received different views from people. Zodiac campaigns have been criticized by the government of China severally due to their participation in unessential ways. In the business sector, consumers have felt that zodiac signs are misinterpreted and used on several occasions. In the last two years, many luxurious brands have been criticized by the media due to their involvement in the design of products. For example, in 2016, the year of monkey flop was launched by brands that were to appeal to the Chinese culture. The efforts to appeal to the consumers attracted critics than appeals from the social media platforms (Vignesh & Padmapriya,2019). In 2017, zodiac products received backlash in the year of rooster festive. The symbols for the Chinese culture involved in products led to the failure of the products due to the harsh criticism from the Chinese population. More so, the signs have been linked to adverse impacts in the description of negative personalities among people. For example, the rats have been related to a strong affinity for self-preservation and success, which leads to gossiping and greed. The characteristic influences people to expose and exploit the downfalls and weaknesses of other people who stand in their way. Despite the use of the culture in understanding people and their belief in China, Zodiac signs are linked to various backlash that affects people adversely. 
Analysis and Meaning of Zodiac Signs
Zodiac signs are used differently in china, and their meaning differs as they explain various characteristics of people in the society. One of the most known symbols in Chinese culture is the rabbit. The symbol is linked to good fortune and tremendous luck. The rabbit represents people who were born in 1929, 1951, 1963,1975, 1987, 1999, 2011, and 2023 (Steyn, 2011). People born in these years are acknowledged to be the luckiest in the Zodiac. Chinese rabbit lives long life which is filled with prosperity, love, and beauty. In the current, the zodiac rabbit is used to describe the personality of different individuals in the Chinese community. People in the rabbit years do not let anything stand in their success. They are thinkers who try to find their way through setbacks in life. If anyone or anything stands in their way, they will bounce back with immediate effect. The rabbits are linked with the moon, from which they acquire their unique qualities. The rabbits are able to draw large crowds because of their open-minded, sympathetic, and non-judgmental characters.  
The rabbit is a seeker of peace and well oriented. They can do anything to prevent conflicts and are perfectionists who cannot leave even a tiny part of a project unfinished. While the rabbits make good friends, they are not willing to go far in their relationship. They are sharp entrepreneurs who do anything to get what they want in life. They are acknowledged for their gracious and charming characters. On the other side, they are self-centered. Therefore, a rabbit is ready to know the surroundings through its hypersensitive eyes and years. It is linked to a Chinese saying, "guarded as a virgin; swift as an escaping hare." The rabbit stays still during wind blows and runs faster in danger. Therefore, the rabbit symbolizes a high level of vigilance. It also symbolizes fertility and lechery in the Chinese culture because of its reproductive ability and being ready for mating in any season. 
Also, self-protection is another symbolism of rabbits as it was presented in the ancient army flags. In the present era, the rabbit zodiac is a sign which signifies luck in Chinese culture. 3,4, and 6 are the lucky numbers presented in the rabbit zodiac. More so, lucky days include 26, 27, and 29 of the Chinese lunar calendars. In the association with other people, the Chinese rabbit sign presents gentleness, sincere and credible men in nature who are easier to associate with. Also, ladies are shown as demure and pretty in appearance, faithful, conservative and cautious (Steyn, 2011). These characteristics help people in the Chinese culture to relate with each other putting into consideration their characters. More so, love compatibility is established through the understanding of the rabbit's personality. The compatibility of rabbits is dependent on the features of other animals. The compatibility of rabbits with other animals is significant to determine the sign that is compatible with a person's character. Rabbit is compatible with pig, dog, monkey, goat, and rat, and its compatibility is worst with snake and rooster. Therefore, this concept is significant today because it ensures that people are linked to other people who are compatible with their signs. 
Tiger is another auspicious Chinese zodiac sign and is the best-Known symbol globally. Because of its raw power and sheer, the tiger is the most honored sign in China because it acts as the protector of homes. The energy of the tiger is acknowledged to be against ghosts, thieves, and fire. The sign has attracted a sense of admiration and awe. The tiger is common in northeast and southeastern China. The direction of the compass is believed to be influenced by the mythical creature; the ruler of the west is the white tiger. It is linked to autumn when it is from the mountains to villages and is personified through the constellation Orion. The alpha star was known to give birth to the first tiger, which represents a masculine feature and king of animals. It is acknowledged to be a super-intelligent animal. The tiger represents people who were born in 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, and 2010.
Zodiac tigers are people who are pleasure seekers and love boosting, which stimulates their various imaginations. They have a vast energy supply and are constantly working on their success. They have an enthusiasm for life and a great sense of humor (Varol, 2019). On the contrary side, they crave and thrive on attention which helps them to go an extra mile in achieving goals that can be negative or positive. However, tigers are benevolent and generous humanitarians. They willingly and generously share everything they have because the security of wealth is meaningless to them. The biggest challenges of the tigers are impulsive and reckless, yet they remain indecisive because of the suspicious nature. Their ego needs to be fed consistently to enhance their blind rage, which influences their positive spirit of generosity. More so, they have a legendary revenge strategy for those who betray them. The symbolism of the tiger is the most representative sign in Chinese culture. It is a symbol of power, happiness, and bravery; however, it is recognized to drive away ghosts. In the minority ethnic groups of Chinese communities, the tiger is seen as the ancestor of human beings and God who created the universe. In the poetry developed by Meige, Yi's ethnic minority is described, and the tiger is acknowledged as the creator of the thunder, rain, moon, and wind. In the Bai minority group, the tiger is described as a sign of luck.
 The tiger sign is significant in determining the compatibility of people in relationships and love in the current society. This Tiger sign provides meaning to people as people in this group are considered to be terrifying, forceful, cruel, and brave, which is a significant factor to consider in relationships. People with Tiger sign gest along with people of pig, horse, and dragon. When the tiger combines with people from these signs, they establish a successful marriage, and their relationship is considered to be everlasting and sweet (Varol, 2019). More so, they do not get along with monkeys, snakes, tigers, and ox. In the current culture, this sign is essential in providing leeway to building relationships since it is a great cultural practice. 
Also, an ox is a great sign in the Chinese Zodiac culture which presents emotional, mental, and physical staminal and strength. Ox is the second sign in the 12-year cycle which includes people who were born in 1913,1925,1937,1949, 1961,1973,1985,1997, 2009, 2021 and 2023. Ox was an essential tool for agricultural activities, which is attached to honesty, persistence, and diligence. In Chinese culture, an ox is a faithful friend, which contributed to societal development. Just like the ox, people born in the fox years are strong believers, helpers, cautious and industrious (Golodnaya & Olyanich, 2018). The ox was said to be the second in the rank according to the Zodiac because of the help it offered to the rat and later tricked by it. Jade emperor stated that if the zodiac signs were based on the order of the arrival; however, the ox gave a ride to the rat that jumped ahead on arrival and the ox lost the first position. The ox is people who are methodical and calm and at the same time conservative and traditional. They are independent and driven by high mortality. Whatever the ox builds, it becomes permanent. People who are born in these years use words sparingly, but they mean what they say. Also, they are distinguished by their extraordinary memory. In the current era, the ox personality means a lot in the choice of people to get along with. Ox men have a strong sense of accountability, and they are mature. They are diligent in their work and have a good sense of logic. However, they can be a little arrogant and assertive. Women are tolerant and diligent. They remain to be sincere, loyal friends and are ethical (Golodnaya & Olyanich, 2018). The ox can be compatible with rooster, snake, and rat, and happy marriage or relationship is predicted with the relationships. However, the ox is encouraged to avoid relationships with sheep, horses, dragons, and tigers. 
When Jade Emperor selected the 12 animals in his guard, the diligent ox and the rat were the early risers. The rat got up early, and near the gate, he encountered a river and had to stop because of the current. After some time, the rat saw an ox who was about to cross the river and jumped on his year. The ox did not mind the rat and continued with the journey. After crossing the river, the fox ran towards Jade emperor. Suddenly the rat jumped and ran to the feet of the emperor; thus, the rat became the first. Based on the characters portrayed by the rat, people born in 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008 and 2020, have personal characteristics such as critical, frugal, private, resourceful, talkative, charming, and ambitious (Varol, 2019). They are hardworking and good with money, and their business quality is legendary. They are quick thinkers and movers as they can act on situations ahead of other people. However, they are the most auspicious symbols of wealth and success. They are very charming and social beings who are also straightforward and honest. They make the greatest detectives as they are able to see details. 
Rats have a great sense of danger and awareness; thus, they have a remarkable ability to escape from danger in life, relationships, and business. Because of their ability to keep secrets, the rats sing dangerously to other people around them. Rata has a tendency to use the failures and weaknesses of other people for their own benefits as they tend to realize other people's weaknesses through gossips. They are also agitated easily influenced by nervousness. Rats can best match with monkey, dragon, and ox leading to an everlasting and happy marriage. However, they are not compatible with rooster and horse because they would be exposed to higher chances of divorce. Therefore, in the current Chinese culture, where marriage is a very significant life event, the considerations of compatibility signs should be enhanced between rats and other zodiac signs to improve success. 
Conclusion
Astrology is a powerful tool in the current generation as it is used to present the characters of people belonging to different groups. Zodiac signs are significant in the current age in the Chinese community. Zodiac signs are essential in the Chinese culture today s they provide an insight into their culture and belief system. The signs are used as a way of dating years in a 12-year cycle in the Chinese calendar. The significance of the Zodiac in the culture of the Chinese is the involvement of the animals in folklore and stories to present the historical presentation of their culture to different generations. More so, the sign provides the expression of various personalities through other animals. Up to date, many Chinese individuals believe in the superstitions and predictions which are described in the Zodiac. More so, some people have been able to base their relationships on the zodiac signs. For example, in the process of looking for mates, some Chinese try to find people who are compatible with their own zodiac signs. People also use the zodiac signs to determine individuals with whom they would work best or get along with. Therefore, the zodiac signs offer guidance on how people act or live their lives. The zodiac signs are significant in influencing the community and culture of China. Therefore, the zodiac signs show how animals are powerful in understanding people and different beliefs. 
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